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Information your website must include to comply with the law
NB  This summary has been prepared for information only. It is not intended to be a full or accurate statement of the law. It does not cover the legal obligations which apply to e-commerce websites or websites that collect any personal data from the website visitors.

There are certain pieces of information which, in order to comply with the law, your website must include. These are as follows:
If your organisation is a registered company…

Under the Companies Act 2006 your website must include 

· the part of the UK in which the company is registered (this will be set out in the clause in the memorandum which says where the registered office must be, and will be either England and Wales, England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland)

· the company's registered number

· the address of the registered office

· if your organisation is exempt from having to use "limited", "ltd" or the Welsh equivalents (as most voluntary sector companies are), or if it is a community interest company which is not a public company, the website must say it is a limited company.
If the company is being wound up this must be stated on its website.


These details do not need to be on every page of a website, but they do need to be "legible", which means they can't be in tiny print.

Your organisation’s charitable status
If our organisation is a registered charity, this fact must be included on your website and the registered charity number must be given.
VAT registration
If your organisation is VAT registered, the VAT registration number must be given on the website.
Registration with regulatory bodies 
If your organisation is regulated by a regulatory body, this fact must be stated on your website.
Use of cookies

Cookies are small pieces of information that are stored by your browser on your computer's hard drive. They are used, for example, to track website visitors as they travel through the site so that visitor statistics can be gathered. 
The 1998 Data Protection Act says that you have to warn people before you install a cookie on their machine and give them the opportunity not to have it installed, unless it is either:

· for the ‘sole purpose’ of carrying out or facilitating the communication, or

· ‘strictly necessary’ for the provision of a service requested by the user.

The guidance is fairly relaxed.  As long as the information about how you use cookies is readily available on your web site, and as long as it is possible to opt out of receiving them (even if the functionality of the site is thereby impaired), it appears that you do not in fact have to give prior warning.
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